THEISM                                 IS*.

the natural tendency Is to suppose as many such inde-
pendent wills as there are distinguishable  forces of
sufficient importance and interest to have been re-
marked and named.     There is no tendency in poly-
theism as such to transform itself spontaneously into
monotheism.     It Is true that in polytheistic s}rstems
generally the deity whose special attributes inspire
the greatest degree of awe, is usually supposed to
have a power of controlling the other deities; and
even in the most degraded perhaps of all such systems,
the Hindoo, adulation heaps upon the divinity who is
the Immediate object of adoration, epithets like those
habitual to believers in a single God.     But there is
no real "acknowledgment of  one   Governor.     Every
God normally rules his particular department though
there may be a still stronger God whose power when
he chooses to exert it can frustrate the purposes of the
inferior divinity.    There could be no real belief in one
Creator and Governor until mankind  had begun to
see in the apparently confused phenomena which sur-
rounded them, -a system capable  of being viewed as
the possible working out of a single plan.    This con-
ception of the world was perhaps anticipated (though
less frequently than is often supposed) by individuals of
exceptional genius, but it could only become common
after a rather long cultivation of scientific thought.

The special mode in which scientific study operates
to instil Monotheism in place of the more natural
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